
Travelers Rest Historical Society 
The general meeting of the Travelers Rest Historical Society was held on 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at City Hall.  Our president, Dot Bishop, opened 
the meeting at 7 o’clock with the following announcements:  1) Dr. Stanley 
Coleman was selected as Citizen of the Year by the TR Chamber of Commerce. 2) 
The Art on the Trail Festival project sponsored by the historical society was a 
great success with ten students portraying significant local historical characters 
at Trailblazer Park during October.  The students later visited the museum, made 
a brief stop at Spring Park Inn with Nell Gibson, and were awarded certificates 
for their participation at the high school.  3) An update by Ann Bennett urging all 
members to serve as docents at the museum. 4) The Visit Greenville website  is 
currently showing almost 500 visits which indicate that many people are 
interested in our museum. 

The minutes and financial statements were distributed to the members.  

Tom Drake reported that Mrs. Mildred Goodlett’s 50th Anniversary book, 
Travelers Rest, at Mountain’s Foot , has been reprinted and is available for sale 
at the museum, several local businesses, and on our website at 
www.travelersresthistoricalsociety.org.  We suggest that this book would be a 
meaningful and most appreciated Christmas gift for anyone on your list. 

John Bennett introduced our friend and vice president, Raymond Brown, 
who is recognized to have the finest collection of Southern Railroad memorabilia 
in existence. Having seen his collection of railroad silver and china, most of the 
audience knew that we were in for an exciting night— the displays of lanterns, 
tools, and pictures set the tone for the title of tonight’s program: 

“I’ve been working on the Railroad, the Men, their Tools, and their 
Tales.” 

At the age of 12, Raymond played and visited his grandfather who worked 
as a laborer, torch man and storehouse keeper before becoming an engineer at 
the Hayne Car Shop in Spartanburg, South Carolina.  At this impressionable age, 
he saw men working using brute force and strength rather than college degrees 
to master difficult mechanical engineering tasks.  Brown states that he has great 
admiration for men who do physical labor, particularly those railroad men who 
worked so hard for such low wages.  Those men helped to shape his character 
and his passion for collecting—his grandfather started his collection with a 

http://www.travelersresthistoricalsociety.org/


lantern, a long-neck oiler, and a silver thermos—the start of a massive collection 
spanning over the last 45 years.  Today his collection consists of mainly items in 
the categories started by his grandfather and all items are dated before 1960. 

Examples of tools such as wrenches, signs, lights, jacks, spikes, and track 
ties used by the railroad were displayed. The tools the men used on the railroad 
were made to last, all had a purpose, and required strong men to handle.  

The most impressive tool appeared to be the large display of railroad 
lanterns.  “Communication was difficult during this period of time; no 
walkie-talkies or radios to use so the railroad used lanterns for many purposes,” 
explained Brown as he demonstrated each one.  A clear lantern was used for 
train signals, a red lantern was a signal to stop, a green lantern was used for flag 
stops at small depots to let people board, the amber colored lanterns were used 
on work trains to indicate caution, a blue light meant do not touch or move, and 
a two-color globe was used by the conductor to check tickets at night.  A track 
walker’s light would have a mirror to be used at night.  Raymond indicated that 
lanterns are the most collectable railroad item and perhaps the most expensive 
to collect.  

Some of the tales told by the men working on the railroad were often 
offensive but Raymond showed a video of laborers laying track called “Gandy 
Dancers” originally filmed by CBS journalist, Charles Kuralt, for his “On the Road” 
segments for the evening news with Walter Cronkite.  This documentary shows 
how methodically the workers were as they were lining up the cross ties and 
driving the spikes mile after dreary mile almost in an artistic dance of 
determination.  The blacks were predominantly used for the gang laborers in the 
South, Irish immigrants up North, and Chinese workers were used out West.  If 
you wish to see the video again or get more information about this subject, you 
may find it on YouTube.  After a derailment, sections of the track had to be 
redone quickly making much more work for the laborers. 

To summarize railroad collecting, Raymond stated that at some railroad 
shows, lanterns are the most sought after item; some continue to be bought and 
sold for as much as $10,000 and $15,000 each.  He has many lanterns but 
confesses that his favorite item continues to be the simple tools used by the 
average railroad workers.  “These tools are cheap and easier to find—they are 
more important to me because these are what the men used.”  Finally, he stated 
that “yes, these tools are obsolete but they are still here . . . because again, the 
railroad made things to last!” 



Questions about steam engines, train routes, materials, his watches, and 
EPA requirements were discussed.  All were captivated by the end of the 
evening and most stayed to look at the tools and pictures before leaving. 

Raymond stated later that his long-term plan is to eventually give his 
railroad collection to the Travelers Rest Historical Society.  He wants to be able 
to share his railroad memorabilia with the community to educate the public and 
as a way to draw tourists into our city.  

Dot extended thanks to Raymond for his enthusiasm in sharing his 
expertise tonight.  She also reminded everyone of our next meeting on February 
21, 2017.  Rosemary Bomar will present the program on the history of our local 
schools.  Terry Grissop, a member of the Confederate Museum, invited all to 
attend the Christmas program which is held at the Confederate Museum at 15 
Boyce Avenue in Greenville each Friday night during December.  

 

Nancy T. Duncan, Secretary 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 


