
Travelers Rest Historical Society
The general meeting of the Travelers Rest Historical Society was held on Tuesday, 

September 20, 2016 at City Hall.  Our president, Dot Bishop, opened the meeting at 7:00 stating
that this is the eighth anniversary for the historical society.  She recognized Anne Bennett, 
chairman of the docent committee, and encouraged all to help at the museum.  Membership 
forms and financial statements were made available.  Announcements were made concerning 
Storytelling on November 10 and our plans to participate with Art on the Trail at Trailblazer 
Park, October 22, 2016.  

Tom Drake reported that the 50th edition of Mrs. Mildred Goodlett’s, Travelers Rest at 
Mountain’s Foot, will be available for purchase soon.

Raymond Brown, vice-president, introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Jim Pitts.  Jim is a 
retired university chaplain and professor of religion emeritus, Furman University.  He is a native 
of Washington, DC and a graduate of Furman University, Southeastern Seminary at Wake 
Forest, NC and Southern Seminary in Louisville, KY.  As an experienced pastoral counselor, he 
worked in both congregational and hospital settings.  His professional expertise includes crisis 
counseling, substance abuse intervention and career guidance for persons in ministry. 

WHEN THE CIRCUS CAME TO TRAVELERS REST

Dr. Pitts’ topic for our meeting tonight was the circus—he told of his boyhood love for 
the circus and how this developed into a passion, one in which he used his education and 
professional expertise to help the circus employees.  He focused on the history of the Hoxie 
Bros. Circus and Great American Circus showing many pictures of the performers, tents, and 
equipment.  He mentioned that he has as many as 5,000 pictures in his collection of balancing 
acts, juggling, animals, beautiful ladies and strong men, giant gorillas, fire eaters, acrobats, etc.

The circuses were used as fundraisers in the local areas; extensive organization and 
planning was required before the circus came to town.  Profits were shared with the sponsors 
such local civic organizations or youth sports.  ”The more tickets you sell, the more money you 
make!” 

An interesting point, Uncle Sam was a clown, according to Dr. Pitts. The clown, Dan Rice,
was the personification for Uncle Sam that was used in the cartoons.

Bookmarks were given as souvenirs as reminders of the circus.  He also distributed an 
article from the Wall Street Journal about the Hoxie Bros. Circus entitled “Life on the Road” 
about what it takes to handle the daily crises of a traveling circus—hurricanes, ailing lions, 
breakdowns, cantankerous camels, etc.  Later various forms of circus collectables were shown 
to the audience including uniforms, signs, and a reserve seat chair given to him by the Clyde 
Beatty Circus.  



When answering a question from the audience, Dr. Pitts explained his family history 
telling how his father was a rather famous barber for many U.S. Presidents. He was the official 
White House barber!  He learned how to barber in Williamston, SC and in the 30’s moved to 
Washington, DC.  His father’s career was very successful as he worked with well-known people 
and later created the “flattop” haircut.  He stated that as a child “going into his father’s shop 
was like going into Meet the Press” since there were always so many famous people there!

The audience was entertained and many members remembered having experienced the
excitement of the circus days in Travelers Rest.  Assisting Dr. Pitts was his grandson; Jon Walker 
Pitts age 13, who provided the music and technical advice for his grandfather’s discussion.  

Sandra Beckham presented Dr. Pitts with a Swamp Rabbit Christmas tree ornament as a 
token of our appreciation for coming to the meeting tonight.

His entertaining spirit could not be contained as he continued with yet another story 
giving some excellent advice from this seasoned counselor “Make yourself generally useful, in 
everything you do!

The meeting adjourned with many members leaving with souvenirs, door prizes and 
cracker jacks remembering the big top—when the circus came to Travelers Rest!

Nancy T. Duncan, Secretary


