
Travelers Rest Historical Society

The general meeting of the Travelers Rest Historical Society was held on 
February 23, 2016 at Travelers Rest City Hall.  Our president, Sandra Beckham, 
opened the meeting at 7 p.m. welcoming the members and making 
announcements. 

Dot Bishop, vice-president, introduced the guest speaker, Delora Kirksey-
Arnold, who is a native of Travelers Rest and a member of our society.  Delora 
attended St. Cloud College in St. Cloud, Minnesota, majoring in Sociology and 
English.  She received her master’s degree in counseling from South Carolina State
College.  She studied in several other graduate programs and traveled the world 
but always “said that she was from Travelers Rest, South Carolina!”  Having 
worked in the School District of Greenville County for 30 years, she taught special 
education and learning disabilities at Slater-Marietta.  She was a counselor and 
assistant principal at Northwest Middle School, assistant principal at Beck School 
and Hillcrest Middle School.  Delora was a dedicated teacher for many years and 
she continues to teach, as she kept the audience quite focused tonight with her 
historical account of Travelers Rest and lively stories of the characters in her life.  

Many of the attendees are also local residents of Travelers Rest and could 
identify with Mrs. Kirksey as she described the area.  She grew up on Pine Ridge, a
segregated community at the time.  Some of us lived on McElhaney Road, Geer 
Hwy. or surrounding areas near West Road on the “Ridge.”  One can see the Ridge
now as you travel to the new Travelers Rest High School built in 2003. The old 
houses are still there and we can visualize her relatives sitting on the porches, 
perhaps smoking a pipe, watching the children playing in the yard, her aunt 
trotting down to the store.  I can hear great grandma Lydie asking “How did you 
feel when you come out the wilderness?” “ I feel like shouting, leaning on the 
Lord!”  As a result of faith in the Lord and the Emancipation Proclamation,” I did 
not have to take my children out to the fields anymore” . . . . You could tell that 
she was remembering hard times. . . .

Delora’s storytelling talents are remarkable; she improves her skills by 
taking various continuing education courses at Furman University’s Ollie Program.
She serves on several boards, church positions, and Guardian Ad Litem for the 
Greenville County Court System.  Delora proclaims her love of Travelers Rest and 
for her family and enjoys history and studying genealogy.  Always proud of her 
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family heritage, she is the daughter of Waymon and Lyda Kirksey.  Her father was 
a community leader and business owner/operator who expressed to all the value 
of an education.   Delora lovingly remembers his telling her to get a degree in 
something “she could push the pencil across the page!” 

For more information about Mrs. Kirksey or the African American 
Community, you may consult History of Travelers Rest, South Carolina, A Sense of 
Place by Marian Cooper Bryan.  The book is available at the museum and on the 
society website.  www.travelersresthistoricalsociety.org

Marian C. Bryan announced that she had obtained ten volumes, or journals 
dating back to 1885-1932, from her great uncle, Thomas D. Cooper.  The 
journals/diaries contain very valuable information some of which she used in 
writing her latest book about Travelers Rest.  The journals have been digitized, 
cataloged and compiled for our use.

Show and Tell

The following members were gathered to display historical items in our 
annual “show and tell” event!  

Marian Bryan – diaries and pictures of the Cooper family, Country Hawkins – 
handmade cowbell, Laura Townes-silent butler received as wedding gift, Lamar 
McCarrell-Aunt Rhoda’s watch and tin-type picture, Jonell T. Hart – horns from 
the Thacker Farm, Sam Benson – horse shoeing tool, Rosemary Bomar – quarters 
earned as tips from the Holliday Inn, Raymond and Brynda Brown – collectable 
items from the following hotels:  the Otteray built in 1908, the Greenville 1912, 
and the Poinsett 1925,  Nancy Duncan – washing agitator, Brynda Brown – 
memory quilt made by her mother, Kindness Waters, John Bishop – buffalo patty 
obtained from family vacation to Wyoming,  Terry Grissop – a modified 
Confederate sword made into a corn knife

Rosemary Bomar and Penny Forrester continue to provide valuable 
information for our society members.  During the month of March, our 
storytelling program entitled “family memories” helped everyone with genealogy 
research techniques.  

Lamar McCarrell announced that The Spirit of ’45 Program is scheduled 
August 14, 2016 at Furman University. He reminded us that WWII ended on 
August 15, 1945 and encouraged all to attend the second Sunday in August! The 
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annual event, which was the winner of the America Association for State and 
Local History’s 2013 Award of Merit and was named as the model Spirit of '45 
celebration for the state of South Carolina, honors veterans of WWII and those 
serving at home.  

After a few announcements, Sandra reminded us that our dues can be paid 
now for 2016-2017.  A single membership is $15 and the family membership is 
$25.   Dues can be paid at the general meetings or mailed to PO Box 412, 
Travelers Rest, SC  29690.

The next meeting of the society will be held on May 24, 2016.  Mr. John 
Walker will be our guest speaker from the C. Douglas Wilson Farm formerly the 
George Salmon Plantation in Travelers Rest, South Carolina.  The installation of 
the new officers will also be held on the 24th. 

Nancy T. Duncan, Secretary
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